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tion, the National Transportation Safety Board, Transport Canada, and
the Association of American Railroads (AAR). During its four meetings,
the committee also met with representatives from the Chemical Manufac-
turers Association, Railway Progress Institute (RPI), AAR's Bureau of
Explosives (BOB), and other parties expressing an interest in the study.

The principal charge to the committee was to examine the process that
has evolved for establishing and implementing tank car design standards,
including standards for tank car construction, maintenance, and repair.
Industry, and especially AAR's Tank Car Committee (TCC), is critical to
this process. The overall system for ensuring tank car safety consists of a
framework of government and industry standard-setting, enforcement,
research, and data activities that affect how tank cars are built and main-
tained, operated by railroads, and used to ship materials with varying
hazard characteristics. Within this framework, the TCC assists DOT and
industry in instituting tank car engineering standards and provides a
forum for considering engineering needs. Hence, the effectiveness of gov-
ernment and industry cooperation to ensure tank car safety, through the
TCC and other means, was a central focus of the study.

In further defining the study scope, the committee concluded that
assessments of specific tank car safety needs and measures to address them
were not possible given the time and resources available. Rigorous techni-
cal, economic, and safety evaluations are necessary to determine the safety
needs of individual hazardous materials and tank car design types. These
determinations are made by DOT, either implicitly or explicitly, when
assigning hazardous commodities to tank car design types that provide
varying levels of commodity protection. Hence, rather than examine the
protection needs of individual hazardous commodities and tank car design
types, the study examines how DOT determines which hazardous com-
modities must be shipped in the safest tank cars, including those with head
protection1 and other safety features.
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